DAYAA SATAKAM                W

dirt and dust, the moment I emerge from a bath; and I am frightful
even when placated.

Having become che recipient of the Lord's kataksha by th^
goodness of Daya Devi, Desika now prays to Daya to chain him
up and capture him so that he can no more be what he was in the
past. By four very nice and suggestive epithets he compares
himself to an elephant and describes in a nutshell the proclivities
of erring mankind.

(1) Drishte-api-durbala-dhiyam.

. Man slides into error not because he is unable to see that
if is an error. He sees well, and fully realises the situation in all
its aspects, and yet does wrong because he has not the strength
to avoid it and do good.

An elephant sees well the danger ahead of it; yet especially
when it is in rut, it rushes forward because its mind is not strong
enough to withhold it from danger.

(2) Damanepi-driptam.

Though sought to be tamed and subdued, acting in an un-
controlled and unrestrained way. How many elders in society, or
at home, and how many good friends check us in our mad career
of sin? Do we pay any heed? We think they are fools and old-
day cronies, and that we know better, with the result that, haughty
and turbulent, we rush into error.

The mahout does his best to prevent the elephant from run-
ning amok 01 going astray. The rash elephant does not obey his
com,mand a.nd even when he pricks into its nead by the ankusa
(restraining hook or goad) it does not min,d, but tries to throw
him out and rush on in its rash career, uncontrollable.

(3) Snaatvaapi-dhuli-rasikam:

After a bath, having a taste for dirt.  A very fitting des-
cription of the human taste for filth. In every human soul there
appears to lurk a desire to descend low in thought, word and. deed.
Only a few have the courage to resist and withstand that desire.
The rest simply succumb.                      .

After over an hour's arduous time in water, the mahout rub-
bing the elephant clean, the moment the elephant gets out of water
it takes hay, grass, and .other rubbish nearby, and puts them on